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MONROE COUNTY 
 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

111 Westfall Road-P.O. Box 92832 Rochester, New York 14692 
Room 916 

 
 
 INDIVIDUAL SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM REPAIRS 
 
 1. Fill out application form and send to Monroe County Department of Public 

Health with application fee. 
 
  A. Make three percolation tests to determine the absorption capacity of 

your soil and enter the results on your "Construction Permit". 
 
   See reverse side for instructions for making percolation tests. Test 

results to be shown on "Construction Permit". 
 
  B. Complete the "Construction Permit" application using the 

information obtained from the percolation tests and then by using 
Table No.5.  Note that homes built prior to 1980 must use 150 
gpd/bedroom.  After being received in the Health Department Office, 
a site inspection will be made.  If the proposal is approved, a copy of 
the construction permit will be returned to you.  A copy also will be 
mailed to the installer. 

 
  C. Submit appropriate environmental health fee along with the 

Construction Permit Application. 
 
   Fee Schedule: Repairs- $200 
  
  Notify this Office, after installation has been completed and just before 

backfilling, for the necessary Health Department inspection. 
 
  Questions concerning a permit application or installation of a system can be 

directed to the individual sewage disposal section by calling 753-5060. 
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INSTRUCTION FOR DOING PERCOLATION TESTS 
 

(See Figure 1) 
 
  (a) Dig or bore 3 holes with straight sides having a diameter/width of 12 

inches to the estimated depth of the proposed absorption trenches 
(18-30 inches) in the proposed leach area (approximately 40 feet 
from house).   

 
  (b) Prior to making the tests fill the holes with water and allow it to 

completely seep away.  After the water has seeped away, remove any 
soil, etc. that has fallen on the sides of the holes. 

 
  (c) Fill the hole with water to a depth of 6 inches. 
 
  (d) Observe and record the time in minutes required for the water to 

drop 1 inch (from 6 inches to 5 inches). 
 
  (e) Repeat the test (as called for in c and d above) until the time for the 

water to drop 1 inch for two successive tests gives approximately 
equal results (within 10%). The last test will then be taken to 
represent the stabilized rate of percolation.  The time recorded for 
this test will be used as the basis of design in determining the square 
feet of leaching or absorption area required for the subsurface 
sewage disposal works. 

 
   (f) Do not backfill test holes, cover with a board and mark with stake. 
 
  (g) After the permit is received, a Health Department Representative 

will conduct a site inspection.  Perc holes will be checked for the 
type of soil, ground water, seepage and mineral deposits.  Due to 
certain conditions a deep hole may be required. 
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